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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West) [2.47 pm]: As members will know, the Gascoyne has experienced a natural 
disaster that has never been seen before as a result of the floods that have occurred since 19 December. Since 
then, four major rivers have run through Carnarvon, causing widespread damage to the horticulture industry and 
to the townsfolk in general. The amount of damage that has occurred in Carnarvon is worth over $100 million. 
That damage has been done to the horticulture industry, which is a $90 million industry for Carnarvon, to road 
infrastructure and to sporting clubs. Nine sporting clubs have been affected by the floods. Clubhouses have 
basically been wiped out and a lot of the infrastructure needed to hold events this year has been damaged. The 
damage caused by the floods at the Carnarvon Race Club has attracted some attention from the media. I visited 
the club on the weekend with the Minister for Sport and Recreation. Minister Waldron saw the racetrack being 
restored so that we can have a race round this year. That has come about through the quick delivery of much-
needed funds from the Department of Sport and Recreation to assist the race club to get its track in order so that 
it can hold this year’s racing circuit. 

As I have said, a huge amount of damage has been done to the horticulture industry, as has been widely 
showcased by all media organisations. Having been there throughout the floods and having to provide that 
government assistance in a timely manner, it was great to be part of a community that banded together to ensure 
that everyone got back on their feet. I believe that the community has really pulled together to ensure that it can 
get back on its feet, get planting again and fix the damage caused by the floods. As I said, sporting clubs have 
been affected. Caravan parks, too, unfortunately, have been caught up in this and incurred a huge amount of 
damage. They are only slowly getting back on their feet now. Anyone who knows Carnarvon knows that when 
we have a 6.5 metre river, there is a lot of inundation around the Caltex and Shell service stations. Right next 
door to them is the BIG4 Plantation Caravan Park owned by Alex and Matt Malloch. They have been hit by three 
of the four floods that have occurred, which has put their business well and truly under pressure. However, I am 
sure that they will continue to pick themselves up, empty the water from their boots and get back to it to ensure 
that they get their business back on track.  

Speaking of floods, it is interesting to go through the process every day in which I met all the government 
agencies. The Fire and Emergency Services Authority would coordinate a meeting with the shire, and we met at 
10 o’clock in the morning every day from 20 December to discuss where things were at, what needed to be done 
that day and the assistance needed for government departments to do their jobs. In doing that, I learnt that it is 
about more than water coming through and property being damaged; there are a lot of consequences when the 
roads are cut off from north to south and the town becomes isolated. A lot of things that we do not think about 
came up during those meetings. Some of the issues that were presented shocked me and probably shocked 
everyone in the room. When towns are isolated and people cannot get out, people who have personal issues can 
find it very difficult to cope. Therefore, an increased number of people present at hospitals with various issues, 
including psychological issues, or because they cannot get a hit because they cannot get their drugs in town. That 
was probably a good thing because it actually highlighted some of the people who have issues with illicit drugs; 
when they could not get their hit, they presented at the hospital. Therefore, floods can have a lot of knock-on 
effects—flow-on effects, I should say—on the community that need to be thought about and which go beyond 
saving people’s lives because their houses are being inundated, properties damaged and crops washed away; 
many other little bits and pieces pop up that the community also has to deal with.  

As I said, the community really got together and could actually only get together with the leadership, I think, of a 
couple of people in particular. I know this name has been mentioned several times in this place for the work he 
has done in handling the flood situation—that is, the shire president, Dudley Maslen, who led from the start and 
chaired every single meeting during this difficult period. I congratulate him on his leadership, which really 
showed and provided much-needed support for everyone else around that table, so we had the will to go on day 
in, day out. Dudley and another fellow worked 24/7. When I was not with them, they would call me up at all 
hours of the morning—one, two or three o’clock—to tell me that the river is rising again by a couple of inches or 
to report that they were still out there working so they thought they should wake me up as well. There were 
plenty of those times when they kept in contact well into the wee hours of the morning when I was trying to 
sleep. Our day would normally start about four in the morning and finish late into the evening, so it was a flat-
out time. People like Dudley and Tom Day, who was the recovery officer, really do deserve to be congratulated 
for their efforts, the way they have shown leadership and really ensured that other community leaders and 
government departments were on track to do the right thing and ensure that people’s lives and the town were 
protected. As I said, Dudley Maslen showed leadership. For three or four months before the flood, Dudley 
stockpiled sand in the depot at the Shire of Carnarvon because it is said that a drought over a long period is often 
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broken by a flood. His knowledge and understanding of the region meant he was preparing for the worst and it 
was lucky that he did because that stockpiled sand was used to top up the levees by another metre and a half. As 
it was, there was probably only a good 10 centimetres to go before those levees would have breached on 
19 December 2010 when the major flood occurred. I congratulate Dudley on his foresight and initiative to ensure 
there was enough sand to protect the town. 

There are plenty of people whom I need to thank not only on my behalf but also on behalf of the community. 
The CEO of the shire, Maurice Battilana, also worked through the nights and ensured that he provided all the 
shire support that was necessary. FESA and the State Emergency Service did a fantastic job in coordinating all 
the volunteers to ensure that things ran as smoothly as possible. I also note some of the government departments 
and people who stood out and really lifted things. One utility that stood out and gave support to everyone else 
was Horizon Power, which, under the leadership of Mark Bruce, manager for the Gascoyne area, and Dave 
Shelton, really ensured that all the training its staff had done in the past came to fruition and provided support for 
government departments. People do not like having their power turned off and Horizon Power was very quick to 
respond and ensure that power was brought on as quickly as possible. Main Roads, through the leadership of 
Peter Sewell, faced tough times when people wanted to get in and out of the town. It had to manage all those 
people and all those truck stops that were quite full because people could not travel anywhere and were stuck for 
days. Main Roads staff enabled the roads to open as quickly as possible over the week that followed to ensure 
traffic flow. The Water Corporation and the Department for Child Protection also helped. People think that DCP 
is there only to protect children and families, but it was basically put in charge of ensuring that everyone was 
looked after. DCP staff dealt with everything that was brought to their attention and with people who were 
affected by the floods, even in terms of administering the funds to get people’s carpets and whitegoods replaced, 
so their houses were liveable again. The departmental staff have done an outstanding job; it is a bloody hard job 
that they do, and they are still working, going round to houses to ensure that people get the funds they need to 
get back on their feet. I thank the Red Cross and the banks. People anywhere do not often praise banks, but 
representatives of the local banks, in particular BankWest and ANZ, came with me to all the meetings and 
provided assistance to the growers. As we know, when growers do not have crops on the go, they do not have 
income coming in and therefore it is very hard to make ends meet with their mortgages. The banks were able to 
provide ways in which people’s mortgages could be put on hold for three to six months so that they could get 
crops into the ground and start earning some money again to pay their mortgages. Well done to the banks. 

The president of the Carnarvon Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Tony Beard, was also in those meetings 
day in, day out, and assisted those small businesses. As I said, it was not just those people who had their houses 
damaged by the floods who were affected; the businesses that were unable to operate were also affected. As 
people need to repair the damage, they stop spending. When they stop spending, they stop spending in town. 
When the floods happened over Christmas, for example, everyone who had toys on lay-by at the toy shop 
suddenly had to cancel those lay-bys. The toy shop took a large hit because people had to pull back their 
spending. It affected tackle stores, as people were not fishing any more. They are still struggling to have those 
days when they take the boat out. Small businesses in general have suffered greatly and are still suffering. I think 
it is going to take a long time before we see the Carnarvon small business economy lift once again.  

As I said, it has been a very busy time. My office and I are still dealing with a lot of issues from the flood, and I 
think we will be for the next few years because there is a lot to do. We often do not recognise our electorate 
officers, who do a lot of work that we give them, and work that comes through the office. When officers live and 
work in the community, people present to them 24/7, even when they are going to the shops or just running in 
the morning to get some exercise. I would like to acknowledge my electorate officer, Doriana Mangili, who has 
done an outstanding job. Her value well and truly exceeds what electorate officers get paid. I just want to 
congratulate her. 

Carnarvon has had a setback. Carnarvon has gone through some rough times, but this is pretty much the icing on 
the cake. But I can see Carnarvon turning the corner. One way that we are trying to assist Carnarvon to turn the 
corner is by ensuring that those projects that have been talked about for so long come to fruition. It is great to see 
a couple of very important projects such as the boat ramp in Carnarvon, which has been promised by 
governments of all persuasions, finally start. It is well on track to be completed by the twentieth anniversary of 
the Carnarfin fishing competition. The building of the $75 million power station has also commenced in 
Carnarvon. Earthworks are well and truly underway.  

Those two projects alone mean that there are contractors in town. People who are going to be around for a long 
time will be spending money in town, and that is what we want to see. Those projects are giving a much-needed 
lift to the economy, and there are many more on the way.  

Putting the issue of the flood aside, Carnarvon has had a lot of social issues in the past. This time last year there 
was not very much for kids to do. The Clontarf Academy was funded for a two-year program through a 
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$5 million grant from the royalties for regions program. That has been running now in Carnarvon for the last 
month and a half. That has turned things around dramatically. With the Clontarf Foundation in town, children 
who had attendance rates of about 30 per cent have now turned that around, and within a month have started 
going to 67 per cent of classes.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Just having the foundation there has ensured that kids attend school, which means they are 
not roaming the streets. We are definitely dealing with a lot of the social issues—not only the infrastructure 
needs of the community but the social infrastructure, which is desperately needed to ensure our kids have the 
opportunity of a good education, which will lead to many other things. 

The other day I went to TAFE and saw Rio Tinto’s apprenticeship program. It is training 16 people to do fly in, 
fly out work from Carnarvon to other parts of the north west. It looks like those 16 people, predominantly 
Indigenous people, will make it through their apprenticeship and get employment in the Rio company, and they 
will fly in and fly out of Carnarvon. 

Things are looking up on the social front as well as the infrastructure front. Those projects that have been 
committed to in the budget are all on their way. There has often been a lot of talk about the police station–
courthouse in Carnarvon. I saw a media statement by the shadow Minister for Police the other day. The member 
for Girrawheen sent out a media statement calling on the government to build the police station–courthouse in 
Carnarvon. She forgot to take off all the attachments from her iPhone, which had many comments such as, 
“Please check this with the opposition leader, Eric Ripper, before I send it out, because we need to get it out 
before the Nats conference on the weekend.” It was quite interesting that the opposition, which everyone knows I 
was a part of before, is now calling for the police station–courthouse to come to fruition on a site that the 
opposition did not want. It is interesting that that is being spouted. The opposition is calling on this government 
to come forth with the police station–courthouse that was not properly funded under the previous government, 
but is fully funded now. I look forward to that project, because I think that just shows that this is a government 
that is listening to the people. The people wanted to site the police station–courthouse where the previous police 
minister and previous Premiers did not want it to be located. It is interesting that the opposition is now calling for 
it on that site. 

It is great to see that that is well and truly on track, as well as the redevelopment of Carnarvon Hospital, which 
will be needed. A full upgrade of Carnarvon Hospital costing $28 million will ensure that it is properly 
redeveloped. In the previous budget only $6.7 million was allocated to Carnarvon Hospital, which would have 
given it a nice coat of paint. Now $28 million has been allocated to it, so that we can properly expand the 
hospital and provide the services that are needed. The other day I had the great privilege of opening a 
computerised tomography scanner in Carnarvon, which is already being used by three patients a day. It stops 
patients having to travel to Geraldton or down to Perth to exercise the basic right to a CT scan. As I said, three 
people a day are using it and it is saving lives already. It is projects like that that I mention when people often 
ask why I left the Labor Party. It is because I can deliver the CT scanner and the infrastructure that people want. 
It is great to be able to lift the community.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: It makes all this banter from the other side worthwhile when I know that I am part of a 
government that can save lives by providing a simple piece of infrastructure like a CT scanner. Whenever 
members on this side listen to members opposite yell out, they can look back and see what they have delivered 
for their electorates and they can hold their heads up high, because they know they are trying to save lives. That 
can be done by this government.  

As I said, Gascoyne Junction also suffered from major flooding, and pastoral stations out there probably 
experienced the most catastrophic flooding of the whole lot. It is interesting that it took the opposition leader 
four months after that major flood to visit the region. We saw other shadow ministers come three to four months 
after the event. However, no opposition member has gone out to the Gascoyne Junction to see the damage there. 
The whole town, basically, has been destroyed and pastoral stations have been wiped out. 

Several members interjected.  

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I am proud to be — 

The SPEAKER: I must admit that the member for North West has a voice that is easily heard normally by the 
Chair, and some other voices are also easily heard by the Chair. It is not always my preference to hear the 
member for North West, I must confess, but at the moment I do want to hear from the member for North West 
and nobody else.  

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Thank you, Mr Speaker, for those kind words.  
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As I said, Gascoyne Junction has been devastated. It is great that the Minister for Regional Development has 
fast-tracked $3 million to the area to ensure that people can get simple things like food, fuel for their cars and a 
place to go to have something to eat. That $3 million will provide a pump station for fuel, a shop to buy food and 
other amenities, and also a restaurant to give people the opportunity to go and have something to eat. It is great 
to see the Minister for Regional Development fast-track those much-needed funds to ensure that Gascoyne 
Junction can get back on its feet. I encourage members of this place to go out to the pastoral regions and see the 
damage that has been caused to homesteads that have never been flooded in their 100-year history. It is amazing 
to see how high these homesteads sit on banks and that over 15 metres of water has gone through the area, and 
the devastation that flooding has caused to the land with scouring. Having gone out there a few days after the 
flooding hit Gascoyne Junction, I saw cattle everywhere. It is a pretty amazing sight to see cattle in trees! 
Everyone was caught unawares. I saw 400 head of cattle that were stuck, and they all perished. It has been a 
huge blow to the pastoral industry. We are working closely with them to ensure that we can provide the 
necessary support for them to rebuild their waterholes and homesteads and to get their cattle back onto the land. 
Fortunately, a lot of cattle had been agisted, which meant they had at least some cattle to bring back in from 
which to get an income—yet again.  

Moving off the Gascoyne, which has been at the forefront of a lot of things that I have been doing personally in 
government to ensure that everyone can get back on their feet, I particularly want to thank the quick action of the 
Premier, the Minister for Regional Development, the Minister for Agriculture and Food and the Minister for 
Sport and Recreation, who have all been up to this region several times, meeting with the locals and going 
through those issues to try to resolve them as quickly as possible. Of course, people want things to happen more 
quickly, but the reaction from this government has been amazing, and it has been of great support to me as the 
local member to ensure that we do the right thing by the community.  

I will quickly touch on what has been going on in the Pilbara, particularly Karratha, which is another amazing 
story that is unfolding as a result of the vision of this government, through the Premier and Minister for Regional 
Development. The Pilbara Cities initiative is really starting to take shape. If any member has gone to Karratha 
and seen the cranes on the skyline for the first high-rise in the north west, it is an amazing sight. Once that 
building is up and running, it will be the pillar of Pilbara Cities.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr V.A. CATANIA: It is interesting to hear opposition members’ comments. They do not want to see Karratha 
turned into a city! I know that the member for Pilbara does not want Port Hedland turned into a city.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: It is great to see that members opposite are passionate about what is going on. I encourage 
them all to come up to the north west and see what is happening. 

Several members interjected. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

The SPEAKER: Before question time, I call the member for Victoria Park, the member for Mandurah and the 
member for North West to order for the first time today.  
 


